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R A T I N G S 

5 54.1 Parachute loft ratings. The 
following ratings may be issued pre
scribing the type of work the holder of 
a parachute ioft certificate is qualified to 
perform: 

(a) General maintenance and minor 
repair; 

(b) Canopy overhaul; 
(c> Harness overhaul; 
(d) Metal parts and container over

haul; 
(e) Drop testing, 

R E Q U I R E M E N T S 

§ 54.2 Certificate requirements. To be 
eligible for a rating as a parachute loft 
and certification as such an applicant 
shall comply with the following require
ments : 

(a) Personnel. Applicant shall have 

adequate personnel certificated in ac
cordance with the provisions of Part 25 
of this subchapter and qualified to per
form or supervise the type of work in
volved. 

(b) Facilities and equipment. Appli
cant shall have such equipment, facili
ties, and material as are necessary for 
the competent and efficient performance 
of the type of work for which a rating is 
sought. Such facilities shall Include 
suitable and adequately heated, lighted, 
and ventilated housing; an adequate 
system of inspection; adequate equip
ment for making drawings; and ade
quate facilities for the segregation and 
storage of parts and materials, 

N O T E : A m a n u a l w i l l b e i s s u e d o u t l i n i n g 
f a c i l i t i e s , e q u i p m e n t , a n d p e r s o n n e l w h i c h ' 
w i l l c o m p l y w i t h t h e f e q u i r e m e n t s o f t h i s 
s e c t i o n , 

ISSUANCE AND DURATION 

§ 54.3 Application. Application for a 
parachute loft certificate and appropri
ate ratings shall be made upon the ap
plicable form prescribed and furnished 
by the Administrator. 

§ 54.4 Duration. A parachute loft 
certificate shall remain in effect indefi
nitely, unless suspended or revoked: 
Provided, That such certificate may be 
canceled by the Administrator at any 
time within 60 days after issuance. 

§ 54.5 Application to amend. Appli
cation for a change in the Parachute 
Loft Rating Record of a certificated par
achute loft shall be made upon the ap
plicable form prescribed and furnished 
by the Administrator. 

. § 54.6 Change of location. No change 
in a location of an approved parachute 
loft shall be made without the prior 
written approval of the Administrator. 
Requests for approval of change of loca
tion shall be mailed to the Regional Ad
ministrator of the Civil Aeronautics Ad
ministration in the area in which the 
agency is located. 
[ A m d t . 5 4 - 1 , 14 P, R . 54B6] 

REGULATIONS AND L I M I T A T I O N S 

§ 54.10 Display. A parachute loft 
certificate shall be displayed in a promi
nent place in the parachute loft. 

§ 54.11 Transfer. A parachute loft 
certificate may not be transferred. 

§54.12 Surrender. Upon the suspen
sion, revocation, or expiration of a para
chute loft certificate, the holder thereof 
upon request shall surrender such cer
tificate to any officer or employee of the 
Administrator. 

5 54.13 Inspection. An applicant for 

a parachute loft certificate shall cooper
ate fully in any inspection or examina
tion '.vhich may be made of such appli
cant, applicant's personnel, facilities, 
equipment, and records, upon proper re
quest by an authorized representative of 
the Administrator, prior or subsequent 
to the issuance of a parachute loft cer
tificate. 

§ 54.14 Revocation. No person whose 
parachute loft certificate has been re
voked shall apply for or be issued a para
chute loft certificate or any rating for a 
period of one year after the revocation of 
such certificate except as the order of 
revocation may otherwise provide. 

§ 54.15 .Records. The holder of a 
parachute loft certificate shall maintain 
adequate records, which shall include 
the names of the persons who performed 
the work and the type of work per
formed. Such records shall be kept for 
at least two years. 

§ 54.16 Parachute Loft Rating Rec
ord. An appropriate Parachute Loft 
Rating Record prescribed and issued by 
the Administrator shall be attached to 
each parachute loft certificate issued. 
The record shall contain the type of re
pair, operation, maintenance, and. over
haul of parachutes for which the holder 
of such certificate Is rated. 

5 54.17 Recording major repair and 
alteration operations. The holder of a 
parachute loft certificate authorized' to 
perform major repair and alteration 
operations on a parachute canopy, har
ness, container, accessory, or any combi
nation thereof, shall execute such repair 
and alteration forms as may be pre
scribed and furnished by the Adminis
trator and shall deliver a copy of such 
form to the owner of the parachute. 

5 54.18 Maintenance, personnel, fa
cilities, equipment, and material. The 
holder of a currently effective parachute 
loft certificate shall maintain personnel, 
facilities, equipment, and material at 
least equal in quantity and quality to 
those currently required for original is
suance of such a certificate and the ap
propriate ratings. 

154.19 Quality of maintenance, re
pairs, and alterations. The holder of a 
parachute loft certificate; shall perform 
maintenance, repair, and alteration 
operations in a workmanlike manner 
and so as to maintain the equipment in, 
or restore it to an airworthy condition, 

§54.20 Materials. The holder of a 
parachute loft certificate shall use ma
terials in connection with maintenance, 
repair, and alteration operations of such 
quality and strength as to be suitable 
for the purposes used. 



2 C I V I L A I R R E G U L A T I O N S 

5 54.21 R e p o r t i n g d e j e c t s or u n s i r -
tccrtiiy conditions. T a e holder of a p a r 
a c h u t e loft cert i f i cate s h a l l report* u p o n 
t h e a p p l i c a b l e f o r m s prescr ibed a n d f u r 
n i s h e d by the A d m i n i s t r a t o r a i l r e c u r 
r i n g or ser ious defects or other u n a i r 
w o r t h y condit ions of p a r a c h u t e s or p a r t s 
thereof . 

§ 54.22 Agencies autftoria^d to per
form maintenance, repairs, alterations, 
and inspections. M a i n t e n a n c e , r e p a i r s , 
a l t e r a t i o n s , a n d inspect ions of c e r t i f i 
c a t e d p a r a c h u t e s m a y be p e r f o r m e d b y : 

( a ) A cert i f icated p a r a c h u t e t e c h n i 
c i a n of a p p r o p r i a t e g r a d e a n d r a t i n g s 
' see P a r t 25 of t h i s s u b c h a p t e r f c r s e r v 
ice l i m i t a t i o n s of cert i f icated p a r a c h u t e 
t e c h n i c i a n s i ; or 

(b) A cer t i f i cated p a r a c h u t e loft h a v 
i n g a n a p p r o p r i a t e r a t i n e : or 

(c> T h e m a n u f a c t u r e r of t h e p a r a 
c h u t e or p a r t thereof ; or 

fd) A n o t h e r p a r a c h u t . m a n u f a c t u r e r 
d e e m e d c o m p e t e n t by t h e A d m i n i s t r a 
t o r : Provided. T h a t a l l m a i n t e n a n c e , r e 
p a i r s , a l t e r a t i o n s , a n d inspect ions s h a l l 
be p e r f o r m e d I n a c c o r d a n c e 'Kith m a n u 
a l s a n d speci f icat ions a p p r o v e d by t h e 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r . 1 

§ 54.23 D r o p t e s r i n a of parachutes. 
T h e holder of a p a r a c h u t e loft cert i f i cate 
s h a l l d r o p test a n y m a j o r r e p a i r e d o r 
a l t e r e d p a r a c h u t e c a n o p y , h a r n e s s , c o n 
t a i n e r , a c c e s s o r y , o r a n y c o m b i n a t i o n 
thereof , w h e n In t h e opinion of the i n 
s p e c t i n g cert i f icated p a r a c h u t e t e c h 
n i c i a n s u c h r e p a i r s o r a l t e r a t i o n s m a ? 
h a v e affected its s t r u c t u r a l , f u n c t i o n a l , 
or o t h e r a i r w o r t h i n e s s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c . 
D r o p tests s h a J l be conducted i n a c c o r d 
a n c e w i t h the fol lowing c o n d i t i o n s : 

( a ) Functional tests. I f it Is n e c e s s a r y 
to d e t e r m i n e the f u n c t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r i s 
tics of the ent ire assembly , s u c h assembly 
s h a l l be drop tested w i t h a 150-pound 
d u m m y m a n (not i n c l u d i n g the weight 
of the p a r a c h u t e ) at a n i n d i c a t e d a i r 
speed of 70 miles per h o u r a n d a m i n i -

* Manuals and specifications -may be I s 
sued by a parachute manufacturer or by the 
Administrator. I n either ease they must be 
approved by ihe Administrator. 

m u m al t i tude of 500 feet above t h e 
g r o u n d . 

'b^ Strength tests. I f i t is n e c e s s a r y 
to d e t e r m i n e the m a t e r i a l values i n t h e 
ent ire assembly , s u c h assembly s h a l l be 
drop tested w i t h a 190 -pound d u m m y 
m a n <not i n c l u d i n g t h e weight of t h e 
p a r a c h u t e * at a n i n d i c a t e d a i r speed of 
120 mi les per h o u r a n d a m i n i m u m a l t i 
tude of 500 feet above the ground . 

(C1 Airworthiness tests. I f i t Is n e c 
e s s a r y to d e t e r m i n e m a t e r i a l a i r w o r t h i 
ness of t h e ent ire assembly p r i o r to r e 
p a i r s of a n y k i n d , s u c h a s s e m b l y s h a l l 
be d r o p tested w i t h a 190-pound d u m m y 
m a n (not i n c l u d i n g t h e w e i g h t of t h e 
p a r a c h u t e ) a t a n i n d i c a t e d a i r speed of 
120 mi les per h o u r a n d at a m i n i m u m 
a l t i t u d e of 500 feet above t h e ground . 

td* Agencies authorized to perform 
drop testing operations. P a r a c h u t e d r o p 
tes t ing o p e r a t i o n s s h a l l be p e r f o r m e d 
only b y : 

>1> T h e m a n u f a c t u r e r of t h e p a r a 
c h u t e ; o r 

i 2 i A n o t h e r p a r a c h u t e m a n u f a c t u r e r 
d e e m e d competent by the A d m i n i s t r a 
t o r : or 

<3i A cert i f icated p a r a c h u t e loft h a v 
i n g a n a p p r o p r i a t e r a t i n g . 

D E F I N I T I O N S 

5 54.30 Parachute. A u n i t c o m p r i s e d 
of a c a n o p y , h a r n e s s , c o n t a i n e r , a n d a c 
cessories , so a r r a n g e d i n c o m b i n a t i o n as 
to al low i n s t a n t a n e o u s re lease oi a folded 
c a n o p y by m e a n s of m e c h a n i c a l c o n t r o l 
or m a n u a l l y operated release device, s u c h 
c o m b i n a t i o n to be a p p r o v e d by the 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r . 

(a> Canopy. T h a i p a r t of a p a r a c h u t e 
c o m b i n a t i o n w h i c h is designed to r e t S r d 
t h e descent of a fa l l ing body or object . 

<b> harness. T h a t p a r t of a p a r a 
c h u t e c o m b i n a t i o n designed to enfold or 
c a r r y t h e body or object a n d to s e r v e a s 
a n a t t a c h m e n t between the c a n o p y a n d 
its i n t e n d e d cargo . 

( c i C o n t a i n e r . T h a t p a r t of a p a r a 
c h u t e c o m b i n a t i o n designed to h o l d or 
c o n t a i n a folded canopy . I 

( d l Accessory. T h a t p a r t or p a r t s of a 
p a r a c h u t e c o m b i n a t i o n n e c e s s a r y to c o m 
plete a u n i t as designed by t h e m a n u f a c 

t u r e r a n d a p p r o v e d by t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r . 

§54.31 A f t w z u / o c i u r e r . <a) T h e 
h o l d e r of a type cert i f icate for t h e m a n u 
f a c t u r e of a c a n o p y , h a r n e s s , c o n t a i n e r , 
or accessory , o r a n y c o m b i n a t i o n thereof , 
or of t h e c u r r e n t r i g h t s u n d e r l i c e n s i n g 
a r r a n g e m e n t s to the benefits of s u c h t y p e 
cert i f icate ; o r 

(b ) T h e m a k e r of a p a r t or accessory 
of a cert i f icated p a r a c h u t e : P r o c t d e d , 
T h a t s u c h m a k e r s h a l l h a v e i n h i s e m 
ploy a properly cert i f icated p a r a c h u t e 
t e c t l n i e i a n i n d i r e c t c h a r g e of m a i n t e 
n a n c e , r e p a i r , or a l t e r a t i o n o p e r a t i o n s . 

§ 54.32 Routine maintenance. A n 
operat ion l i m i t e d to t h e p a c k i n g of p a r a 
c h u t e s a n d t h e r e p l a c e m e n t of s m a l l 
s t a n d a r d p a r t s n o t i n v o l v i n g complex 
a s s e m b l y operat ions . 

§ 54.33 Minor repairs. E l e m e n t a r y 
r e p a i r o p e r a t i o n s e x e c u t e d i n a c c o r d a n c e 
w i t h s t a n d a r d practfces a n d not w i t h i n 
the def init ion of m a j o r r e p a i r s . 

5 54.34 Major repairs. C o m p l e x r e 
p a i r o p e r a t i o n s of v i t a l i m p o r t a n c e to t h e 
a u ^ o r t h i n e s s o f a p a r a c h u t e . 

5 54.35 A l t e r a t i o n s . A n y a p p r e c i a b l e 
c h a n g e i n t h e design or a n e x c h a n g e o f 
p a r t s In a p a r a c h u t e c a n o p y , h a r n e s s , 
c o n t a i n e r , a c c e s s o r y , or a n y c o m b i n a t i o n 
thereof . 

g 54.36 Jlfiiior alterations, ( a ) A n 
a l t e r a t i o n h a v i n g no a p p r e c i a b l e effect c n 
t h e s t r u c t u r a l , f u n c t i o n a l , o r other c h a r 
a c t e r i s t i c , affecting t h e a i r w o r t h i n e s s of 
a p a r a c h u t e c a n o p y , h a r n e s s , c o n t a i n e r , 
a c c e s s a r y , or c o m b i n a t i o n thereof , i n d i 
v i d u a l l y o r a s a u n i t ; 

(b) A n a l t e r a t i o n for w h i c h specif ic 
p l a n s a n d i n s t r u c t i o n s - b a v e been a p 
proved by t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r a n d w h i c h 
c a n be executed by m i n o r e l e m e n t a r y 
operat ions . 

J 54.37 Major alterations. A l l a l t e r a 
t ions not w i t h i n t h e def in i t ion o f m i n o r 
a l t e r a t i o n s , -

5 54.38 Overhaul. M a i n t e n a n c e , I n 
spect ion , r e p a i r s , a n d a l t e r a t i o n s p e r 
formed i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h m a n u a l s a n d 
speci f icat ions , a n d a p p r o v e d by t h e 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r . 

N O T I C E 

Advise the Civil Aeronautics Board, Washington 25, T>. C , that you have purchased this 
Part of the Civil Air Regulations and that agency will supply you with copies of amendments 
which have been issued since this printing. Be sure to specify the number of this Part, other
wise your request cannot be filled. 

If you wish to be informed of all future amendments to this and to other Parts of the 
regulations, subscribe to the monthly Civil Aeronautics Journal. All new regulations, amend
ments, and special regulations are carried in the Journal. Annual subscriptions are 75 cents, 
payable in advance by cash or money order, and are obtained from the Superintendent of 
Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D . C. 
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